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hours a tragedy was to be enacted that would make incalculable
drafts on Elizabeth's charity.

All was not well in Scotland; the trouble was Darnley, So far
from being more of a king after the murder of Eiccio, as he had
planned, this poor, witless youth was little short of an outcast,
despised by all, hated by many. He had betrayed his fellows; he
had cringed before his wife, a woman of spirit whose feelings
he had outraged; he lacked the manly qualities to redeem a
desperate situation. Mary's scorn and detestation gradually
burnt through all pretence.e The Queen and her husband', Bed-
ford reported in August 1566., eagree after the old manner, or
rather worse. She eateth but very seldom with him, but lieth not
nor keepeth no company with him, nor loveth any such as love
him. ... It cannot for modesty nor with the honour of a Queen
be reported what she said of him/ She 'fell marvellously out'
with Melville for giving the King a water-spaniel which had
taken his fancy, calling him dissembler and flatterer and saying
that she could not trust a person who would give anything to
one whom she did not love.

In this pathetic position, Darnley began to think of taking
ship and leaving the country. Mary tried to reason with him in
private, but failed. The Council did no better. * Adieu, Madam/
he cried,c you shall not see my face for a long space/ The foolish
man continued to threaten bringing this scandal upon the
country. He was impossible. It is a heartbreak for the QueenjT
wrote Maitland in October 15 66, to think that he should be her
husband, and how to be free of him she sees no way. The follow-
ing month some of her advisers discussed this question with her.
Divorce was ruled out because it would bastardize her child.
Another way was suggested - probably to arrest Darnley on a
charge of treason and kill him if he resisted. But the christening
of her child was at hand and such an outrage in the presence of
foreign ambassadors could not be faced.

What would have happened if no further disturbing factor
had been present, it is hard to say. Many of the leading coun-
cillors and noblemen would gladly have got rid of Darnley
in any way that Mary was ready to approve; and to add to the-